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In April of this year I 

was speaking with 

Curt and he told me 

about the first Contra 

Dance that was re-

cently held as one of 

Friends of L’Arche 

Atlanta’s fourth Sat-

urday social events for 

people of all abilities.  

As this was something 

new to me, my first 

question was, “What 

is a contra dance?”    

From Curt’s descrip-

tion, I pictured a 

Country Line Dance 

but with callers as 

you would hear in a 

Square Dance.  Curt 

continued by telling 

me everyone was able 

to participate – young, 

old and of all ability 

levels. 

 While planning my 

visit to Atlanta in late 

August, I was happy 

to find out that I  

would be able to at-

tend the next sched-

uled Contra Dance.  

So on August 28th, I 

eagerly walked into 

Oakhurst Baptist 

Church to join in the 

fun.  Like almost all 

L’Arche events it be-

gan with a warm wel-

come, prayer,  and  a 

“potluck” meal.  The 

band started playing, 

everyone (young and 

old and of all abilities) 

got in line, the caller 

started giving direc-

tions and the dance 

began.  The expres-

sion on every face was 

one of “joy”!    In that 

moment, joy filled the 

whole room. 

Then he said to the 

host who invited 

him, “When you 

hold a lunch or a  

dinner, do not in-

vite your friends or 

your brothers or 

your relatives or 

your wealthy 

neighbors, in case 

they may invite you 

back and you have 

repayment.  Rather, 

when you hold a 

banquet, invite the 

poor, the crippled, 

the lame, the blind; 

blessed indeed will 

you be because of 

their inability to re-

pay you.  For you 

will be repaid at the 

resurrection of the 

righteous.   Luke 14 

I found it interesting 

that the Contra Dance 

was Saturday, August 

28th and this was the 

Gospel for Sunday, 

August 29th.  The Gos-
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H(ARK)! 

FOLA Community 

Update 

As hopefully you all 

know by now, we are 

blessed to have our first 

L’Arche home in lovely 

Decatur!  The summer 

months have been full of 

meetings with architects 

and contractors and 

plans have been ap-

proved.  We plan to begin 

renovations in November 

2010 and expect it will 

be 3-4 months before 

they are completed.  We 

will be having regular 

volunteer workdays on 

the house as well, so 

please email us if you 

can help!  Next spring 

and summer will be dedi-

cated to obtaining the 

necessary state and gov-

ernment licensure for 

our L’Arche commu-

nity.  It is our prayer 

that we will open our 

doors to our first core 

members by the end of 

2011.  As you know, we 

are steadily building 

community through 

monthly events as well 

as raising both money 

and awareness about 

L’Arche.  Come join us 

on the journey as we 

need many volunteers 

to make it happen. 
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claimed the night before not by word but by action. As Saint Francis is known for saying, 

“Preach the Gospel and if you must, use words.”  L’Arche is proclaiming the Gospel not 

through words but by action.  And as we follow Jesus’ invitation to invite the vulnerable into 

the heart of our lives, we are all blessed in so many ways.  We find the Kingdom, with its 

challenges, it’s fullness of life, and its great joy.       

It was a blessing for me to see how L’Arche is being lived in Atlanta before a L’Arche home is 

opened.  If you have not attended a Contra Dance and if you are looking for a Gospel experi-

ence, find out when the next one is and attend!   

Gospel Through Contra Dance (continued from page 1) 

 Upcoming Community 

Events—Come Join Us! 

Please join us for our last 2 Commu-

nity Gatherings of the year.  We’ve had 

an average of 80 people attend these 

4th Saturday social events for people 

with and without disabilities.  We are 

most grateful for our partnership with 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 

that has made these events possible.  

And we are excited to be building com-

munity with all of you.  For more infor-

mation, contact Curt Armstrong at 

Curt.Armstrong@friendsoflarcheatlant

a.org or 678/446-5790. 

 

Saturday, October 23rd 6:30-8:00 

pm   Campfire and Sing-along at St. 

Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church  1790 

Lavista Road, Atlanta, GA  30329 

Saturday, December 4th 6-8pm 

Family Contra Dance and Dessert.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Second Annual Friends of L’Arche Atlanta Golf Tournament a Huge Success! 

On September 17th, Peachtree Golf Club was the home to the 2nd annual golf outing benefiting Friends of 

L'Arche Atlanta.  The outing raised approximately $13,000, and a lot of fun was had raising awareness and 

funds for Friends of L'Arche Atlanta.  Special thanks goes to Peachtree Golf Club member John Chapman, 

who allowed Friends of L'Arche Atlanta access to the course, and to Trey Miller and Mark Daker who organ-

ized the event for FOLA.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We need volunteers!!  If you are interested in helping plan, organize or assist with any of our upcom-

ing community events please email us at info@friendsoflarcheatlanta.org.  We will also begin monthly 

workdays to renovate our new L’Arche home so if you can help, please let us know. 

mailto:Curt.Armstrong@friendsoflarcheatlanta.org
mailto:Curt.Armstrong@friendsoflarcheatlanta.org


  

 

PAGE 3 H(ARK)!  VOLUME 4 NUMBER 3  

 Upcoming Community 

Events—Come Join Us! 

Please join us for our last 2 Commu-

nity Gatherings of the year.  We’ve had 

an average of 80 people attend these 

4th Saturday social events for people 

with and without disabilities.  We are 

most grateful for our partnership with 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 

that has made these events possible.  

And we are excited to be building com-

munity with all of you.  For more infor-

mation, contact Curt Armstrong at 

Curt.Armstrong@friendsoflarcheatlant

a.org or 678/446-5790. 

 

Saturday, October 23rd 6:30-8:00 

pm   Campfire and Sing-along at St. 

Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church  1790 

Lavista Road, Atlanta, GA  30329 

Saturday, December 4th 6-8pm 

Family Contra Dance and Dessert.  

     

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

We Give Thanks to and Pray for Our Recent Donors 

In Memory of 

 

Barb Steigerwald                        

Jack Hammond 

James Cook 

Michael Johnson 

Wiliam J. Meinert, MD 

Mrs. Essie Scott 

Mark Pettit 

 

In Honor Of 

 

Curt & Anne-Christine Armstrong 

Talley Wells & Toni Pastore 

Christin Johnson 

Laura Wells 

Philip Kinasewitz 

Luella Morton 

Laura Wells 

Daniel Skandera 

Kay Slotkin 

Dr. Joan Jordan 

David Jenkins 

Evan, Julia, Talley & Laura Wells 

Lisa Persons 

Given By 

 

Bob & Lynn Berlon 

David & Gwen Hammond 

Karen & Brian Hastings 

Kelly Johnson 

Barbara Meinert 

Luther & Helen Smith 

Nancy Wolff 

 

Given By 

 

Brian & Carol Armstrong 

Sanford Hartman 

Ronald & Carol Johnson 

Larry & Susan Johnson 

Carol Ann Kinasewitz 

Rebecca Miller 

Elizabeth Ann & James Reardon 

Marie Skandera 

Bobby Slotkin 

Roger & Neomia Sundy 

Margaret Talmadge 

Charles & Linda Wells 

Frank Wynne 

Additional Donors 

Charles Absher 

Curt & Anne-Christine Armstrong 

Isaac Baroi 

Brian Berg 

Paula Lawton Bevington 

Adam & Mary Beth Brush 

Mary Alice Cooper 

Charlene Courtney 

Mark Daker 

Susannah Davis 

George & Mary Ellen Davis 

Dorothy Davis 

Austin Dickson 

Allen & Shelly Dollar 

Stephanie Eiden 

Daniel Foster 

Robert Freeman 

Lisa Ganey 

Christopher Griffin 

Catherine Grisso 

Don & Katie Hall 

 

Steven & Nancy Hamlet 

Shawn & Pamela Hardister 

Trace Haythorn 

Jerry Henry 

Dr. David & Marja Hilfiker 

Thomas Hodges 

William & Claudia Kennedy 

Betti Knott 

Susan Koziol 

Micah Lacher 

Frances & Carl McColman 

Rebecca Mick 

Trey Miller 

Chuck & Judy Miller 

Christopher & Martha Moore-

Keish 

Richard & Rachel Quartarone 

Mary Rath 

Kim & Carol Robinson 

Eva Shepperd 

Luther & Helen Peterson Smith 

 

Dr. Robert & Florence Smith 

Laurie Culp & Joseph Tate 

Aimee & Cathryn Vaught 

Emily Washburn 

Laura & Talley Wells 

Mary Wenska 

Jeanette Shin Jin Wu 

Marie Selby & Mary Yoder 

mailto:Curt.Armstrong@friendsoflarcheatlanta.org
mailto:Curt.Armstrong@friendsoflarcheatlanta.org


  

 

PO Box 2359 

Decatur, GA  30031 

678-446-5790 

info@larcheatlanta.org 

www.friendsoflarcheatlanta.org 

A sign of hope in a broken world 

Board of Directors 

Laura Magistro Wells, President 

Lee Ann Trzcienski, Vice President 

Catherine Boothe, Secretary 

Betti Knott, Treasurer 

Isaac Baroi, Chaplain  

 Austin Dickson   

 Trace Haythorn   

 Dorothy Davis   

Susan Koziol 

Judy Miller 

Trey Miller 

Bobby Slotkin 

You can now donate online at our website www.friendsoflarcheatlanta.org 
and/or sign up to receive the email version of this newsletter! 

 

 

The Mission of Friends 

of L'Arche Atlanta is to 

be a sign of hope to the 

greater Atlanta commu-

nity by choosing to  

embrace the mission of 

L'Arche International and 

open a few small, family-

like homes here in Atlanta 

to bring together people, 

some with developmental 

disabilities and some with-

out, who choose to share 

their lives by living to-

gether in a faith-based 

community.  

Celebrate with Friends of  

L'Arche Atlanta! 
 

A Night on Nouwen 
 

Friday, October 15th 

6-9 p.m. 

C ome celebrate Friends 

of L'Arche Atlanta 

with an evening of music, 

wine, appetizers and appre-

ciation of Henri Nouwen. 

Nouwen, an internationally 

renowned Priest and prolific 

writer, shared a passion for the L'Arche  vision 

of people with and without disabilities sharing 

life together in community. Three guest speak-

ers will read their favorite Henri Nouwen pas-

sage and share about why the philosophy of 

L’Arche resonates with them personally, much 

like it did with Nouwen. We look forward to 

seeing you! 

Please RSVP  

to larcheatlantaevents@gmail.com  

or 404-627-6756 by Tuesday, October 12th.  

 

Please feel free to invite your friends! 

This event is to broaden awareness of Friends of L'Arche Atlanta and ways you may support us.   

There is no cost, but donations will be gratefully accepted at the event. 

mailto:larcheatlantaevents@gmail.com?subject=October%2015th%20fundraiser

