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2009 was an exciting 

and an important 

year for Friends of 

L’Arche Atlanta. We 

have continued laying 

the groundwork for a 

vibrant L’Arche com-

munity and have 

made substantial pro-

gress toward our 

goals. 

In November 2009 we 

obtained official 

“Project” status from 

L’Arche USA which 

gives us the green 

light to open the doors 

of our first home in 

Georgia. We hired an 

Executive Director, 

Curt Armstrong, who 

has been with L’Arche 

for nearly 15 years in 

France, and is par-

ticularly qualified for 

the role in terms of 

vision, depth, and ex-

perience. We met our 

fund raising goal for 

2009 of raising 

$90,000 – over 3 times 

that of 2008. We’re 

entering 2010 with 

some fund raising ex-

perience and success, 

and also with new 

partnerships in the 

philanthropic commu-

nity that will help us 

reach even further in 

our development ef-

forts. In all of this, we 

continue to make 

many friends around 

Atlanta, building a 

strong network of re-

lationships for our 

community. 

We’re excited as we 

look toward securing 

our first house in 

2010. We are looking 

for a property to buy, 

rent or build, and 

have several promis-

ing prospects. Along 

with this search, we 

are broadening and 

deepening our vision 

for what L’Arche will 

look like in Atlanta. 

An unexpected chal-

lenge for 2010 has 

come in the area of 

the licensing process. 

A moratorium has 

been placed on New 

Providers in Georgia 

until July 2010 and 

this will push back 

the opening of our 

first home. We’re us-

ing this time to pur-

sue properties and to 

build sustainability 

into our development 

efforts.  We continue 

to build relationships 

with people with dis-

abilities, the provider 

community, faith con-

gregations, civic or-

ganizations, and the 

City of Decatur, 

where we plan to open 

our first home. 

One of our recent ini-

tiatives consists of of-

fering monthly events 

for people with and 

without disabilities to 

come together, have 

fun, and deepen in the 

spirit of L’Arche.   

Please and come join 

us. 

Community Update 

Fall 2009/Winter 2010 

 

 

First Inaugural Golf 

Tournament A Huge 

Success 

By Talley Wells 

 

We raised over $20,000, 

we had a great time, and 

some of us were even able 

to get the small white ball 

into the hole (actually all 

of us did, but one of us 

(me) took a lot more shots 

to do it in than others).  

      (continued pg. 2) 

 

A Sign of Hope in a Broken World 

H(ARK)! 

St. Bartholomew's 

Episcopal Church Ves-

try recently voted to 

make outreach to the 

Friends of L'Arche At-

lanta an official outreach 

of the church!  In doing 

so, they have committed 

to offering hospitality 

and support for the 

building and nurturing 

of the community that 

L'Arche is growing here. 

St. Bart's, Friends of 

L'Arche Atlanta, and 

members from Oak-

hurst Baptist Church 

recently shared a potluck 

meal and decided to hold 

events on the fourth 

Saturday of every 

month to bring together 

people with and without 

disabilities for a time of 

fellowship, food, and 

fun.  

We hope that you will 

join us at one of our up-

coming events, bring a 

friend, and pass along 

this information to other 

interested persons.  

March 27, 2010– Join 

us for a contra-style 

family dance. 5:30-8 

p.m. at Lutheran Church 

of the Messiah in Deca-

tur.  Please check our 

website for more infor-

mation. 
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Special thanks go to Trey Miller, who rounded up the most golfers and hosted an evening in his 

home to prepare for the tournament.  Thank you also to our other golf captains – Ed Trzcienski, 

Otis Aust, and John White.  Lee Ann Trzcienski hosted a wonderful breakfast which kept eve-

ryone happy during the morning of the rainstorm.  John White of Golf for Goodness Sake did an 

amazing job organizing and running the tournament for us.   Come join us in 2010! 

Golf Tournament (continued from page 1) 

Special thanks to our Golf Tournament Sponsors: 

Abe Smith 

Adam & Kellie Strange 

Alan & Gigi Conner 

Allen & Karen Oldham 

Amy & Wayne Pettaway 

Andy Fordham 

Art Kravsilovsky                                              

Berwyn & Mary Kathryn Green  

Bill McKinnon                                                  

Brian A. Layman 

Brian & Kimberly Lusink 

Charles & Lisa Bliss 

Chet Burge 

Christina Vogt & Phillip Prater                       

Clifford Stephens and Carrie Pohlman 

Corwin Robinson, State Farm Insurance 

Craig Mauldin 

Dan & Diane Smith 

Daniel Foster 

Daniel Parker 

Danielle Hanson & Magnus Egerstedt 

David & Sara Hathaway 

David J. Horne 

David Jackson & Veronica Frierson-Jackson 

Deborah Johnson 

Derek & Elizabeth Miller 

Donald Wallace                                        

Dorothy Partridge                      

Edward & Susan Meads 

Elaine Poon 

Evan & Jennifer Van Metre 

Gary & Amy Dresser 

Jack & Stephanie Warner                  

James Grimes 

James Mottern 

Jeb Staples 

Jermaine Phillips 

Jerry Wood 

Jimmy Locklear 

Jimmy Schwarzkopf 

John & Elizabeth Chandler 

John & Gwen Cullifer 

John Christian 

John Hardy 

John Johnson 

John Pohlman 

John White 

Julia Schatz                                      

Keegan B. Corcoran 

Kira & Ross Sloop 

Kris Mikkelsen 

Mark Daker 

Marshall Evans 

Matt Phelan                                        

Matthew Curry 

Michael Brown 

Michael McLeod 

Michelle Lapointe 

Nikkia Hammonds                       

Norum Cannon Agency, LLC                             

R. Jason Remillard 

Randall McCurdy 

Ray & Gail Pohlman 

Reed & Cathy Keller 

Rich Richardson 

Robert Sheehan 

Robin & William Clark 

Russ & Kristen Oldham 

Ryan & Amy Whitaker                                     

Scott & Julie Shirah 

Scott Pohlman                                                 

Sean & Kathryn Feeney 

Sean Coleman 

Stephen & Karen Maloof 

Stephen Zelnak 

Steve & Katherine Gottlieb 

Susan Bodner 

Theodore & Susan Pound 

Trey & Marjorie Miller 

Trip & Allison Booker 

Trip Wheelless 

Tye & Cathy Darland                                     

Wallace & Linda Haislip 

William Goodman 

William Goodwyn 

William McEver  

Nationally-renowned spiritual writer and columnist, Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, inspired a group of 60 

supporters at the Friends of L’Arche Atlanta (FOLA) fall guest speaker series on Friday, September 11 

at  Sacred Heart Catholic Church.  Fr. Rolheiser pointed to one of the central mysteries of the 

Christian faith - the potential blessings inherent in the experience of weakness and vulner-

ability.  He spoke of the special power that Jesus wielded as he presented Himself to mankind as a 

tiny helpless baby, and that true strength and wholeness come as we learn to open ourselves to trust 

and to love. 

Father Rolheiser, a friend of L’Arche, underscored the importance of FOLA’s mission in Atlanta.  He 

reminded us that building community centered upon our most vulnerable members, and welcoming 

God in the weaknesses in each of us, is a cornerstone for peace.  Old and new friends of L'Arche alike 

were inspired by the evening.  FOLA would like to recognize the welcoming community of Sacred 

Heart for the generous use of their facility and special thanks to their pastor, Fr. Meehan, parochial 

vicar, Fr. Scully and adult education director Alan McGill.   

We’d love to share the L’Arche story with your group or congregation.  Please contact our executive di-

rector, Curt Armstrong, at curt.armstrong@friendsoflarcheatlanta.org or at 678-446-5790.   

Fr. Ron Rolheiser Speaks to Central Truth of L'Arche in “Strength in Weakness” 

mailto:curt.armstrong@friendsoflarcheatlanta.org
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In Honor of:     Given by: 

Catherine Boothe    Susanna Miller 

Chuck Miller’s 65th Birthday  Brian & Mary Beth Stickney 

Chuck Miller’s 65th Birthday  Charlene Courtney 

Chuck Miller’s 65th Birthday  Rick & Anne Van Galder 

Curt & Anne Christine Armstrong  Brian & Carol Armstrong 

David Jenkins    Rollin Elliott Mallernee 

David Spivey     David Schiff 

Hannah Welter    Michael Welter & Rita Haggerty 

Harriet Gallow    Ellen Gallow & Jonathan Herman 

Laura & Talley Wells   Melissa & Tim Kirtley 

Laura & Talley Wells   Warren & Susan Tedder 

Laura & Talley Wells   Lurline & Jim Fowler 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WE GIVE THANKS TO AND PRAY FOR OUR DONORS 

 

In Memory of:    Given by: 

Charles & Thelma Fischer    Karen Brewer 

Elias & Caleb Schaefer   Joslyn Ogden & Brian Schaefer 

Helen Evanko    Henry & Cheryl Berlon 

Helen Evanko    Denny & Marsha Bugos 

Helen Evanko    Anne Hovanetz 

Helen Evanko    Helen Huzicka 

Helen Evanko    Mary Ann & Lou Pecek 

Helen Evanko    Frank & Myrtle Razinger 

Helen Evanko    Nancy & George Simon 

Helen Evanko    Robin & Mary Werner 

Helen Mulligan    John Mulligan 

Helen Mulligan    Aline Couture 

Irene Cooney Weist    Edward F. Weist 

Jack Lindscott    James & Cheryl White 

We Will Miss Our Newly-Found Friend, Helen Mulligan  
 

 In 2008, we had the opportunity at Friends of L’Arche Atlanta to get to know Helen Mulligan 

when she volunteered with our Fundraising committee and hosted at her home a gathering of friends to 

share the message of L’Arche.  As a parent of a son with Asperger’s syndrome, Helen understood the 

need for a place where a person with developmental disabilities is shown the love and security to be 

found in family life.  As such, Helen was moved to help us open a L’Arche home here in Atlanta.  Little 

did we know that Helen’s time with us would be so brief.  Helen was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in 

April 2009 and after a brief but valiant effort to beat it, she passed away in July.  I attended her wake to 

represent the board of Friends of L’Arche Atlanta and was touched by the eulogy given by the deacon 

who presided at the service that evening.  He told of the kindness and selflessness of Helen, and I was 

all the more saddened that I had not had the time to get to know her well.  I would have been proud to 

have become her friend.  Her daughter told me that her mother had the Essential Writings of Jean 

Vanier on her hospital bedside table and from what I learned about her during our short acquaintance it 

was evident that she had a heart for L’Arche.   We are very sorry for the loss to her family and friends.  

You are missed, Helen.         

Judy Miller,  Board Member 



PO Box 2359 

Decatur, GA  30031 
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info@larcheatlanta.org 

www.friendsoflarcheatlanta.org 

A sign of hope in a broken world 

Board of Directors 

Laura Magistro Wells, President 

Lee Ann Trzcienski, Vice President 

Catherine Boothe, Secretary 

Betti Knott, Treasurer 

Isaac Baroi, Chaplain  

Austin Dickson   

Trace Haythorn   

Dorothy Davis   

Susan Koziol 

Judy Miller 

Trey Miller 

Bobby Slotkin 

You can now donate online at our website www.friendsoflarcheatlanta.org 
and/or sign up to receive the email version of this newsletter! 

 Additional Donors: Heidi Mruk Mary Alice Kemp 

Andrew Miller Hewlett-Packard Mary Lee Herbster 

Angelo Magistro Holy Comforter Episcopal Church Mary Suzanne Iorio 

Arthur Aust Family Foundation HP Company Foundation Michael Manning 

Austin Dickson Isaac & Monica Baroi Microsoft Matching Gifts Program 

Betti Knott James & Julianne Brawner Mutual of America Foundation 

Bob Berlon James H. Pugh, Jr. Natallie Keiser & Greg Loughlin 

Brian & Carol Armstrong Jeanette Shin Jin Wu Nathaniel & Barbara Pieper 

Brian & Danuta Berg Jeffrey McCarthy Network for Good 

C. D. Hathaway Jen & Bill Graves Nunziata Magistro 

Catherine Ann Boothe Jim & Melissa Mason Rebecca & Lee Jackson 

Charlene Courtney Jim & Pat Barlow Rev. George & Marinda Tsahakis 

Christopher & Charlotte Carr Jim & Marilyn Michaud Rev. Peter Iorio 

Chuck & Judy Miller Jo Anne Horstmann Rick  & Anne Van Galder 

Curt & Dianne Welch Joey Pate & Laurie Culp Robert & Florence Smith 

Dale & Elaine LaLonde John & Harriette Mohr Robert Katz & Kathleen Kelly 

Dale & Karen Crenshaw Swenson John & Debra Rice Roberta & Ken Grimme 

David & Barbara McClanahan Joy & Jerry Fuchs Sam & Jeanette Wu 

David Jenkins Joyce Leddo Scott & Lisa Rutherford 

Dorothy M. Davis Julia Neel Brooke Sharon Lundahl 

Dr. Hoos Karen Hastings Steve & Sara Nichols 

E.D. & R.L. Shepherd Karen Kenna Steve Bullington 

Elisete B. Cotta Kathi & Bob Goddard  Steven & Nancy Hamlet 

Emily Martin Kathlene Schwegman Susan Koziol 

Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd Laura & Talley Wells Thomas & Alexandra Roddy 

Evan Wells Lee Ann & Edward Trzcienski Timothy Day 

Frances & William Graves Linda P. Wilson Trace Haythorn/Mary Anona Stoops 

Fred R. Slotkin Jr. Macy's Foundation Tracy Yandle & Erik Droutman 

Gregory & Sherie Meyers Margaret Talmadge W. Thomas  (Trey) Miller 

Gretchen & Joy Fuchs Mark & Becky Dannenfelser William & Claudia Kennedy 

Hazel Calvet Mary Alice Cooper  

The Mission of Friends 

of L'Arche Atlanta is to 

be a sign of hope to the 

greater Atlanta commu-

nity by choosing to em-

brace the mission of L'Ar-

che International and open 

a few small, family-like 

homes here in Atlanta to 

bring together people, 

some with developmental 

disabilities and some with-

out, who choose to share 

their lives by living to-

gether in a faith-based 

community.  


